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For my brothers, Rob and Chris and Danny

And, as always, for ]



Chapter

Let Us Go Out Into the Field

(2) his is a story of two brothers, which, as the title alludes to, is a story

- as old as time or at least as old as history. However, I hope the piece’s
specificity removes it from the realm of archetype and captures something
of what it was like to grow up in the mid-1990s in America. Although
the Cold War was over, for many people the military continued to play a
significant role in everyday life, especially families with members serving
in the armed forces and those near the sprawling bases, like Ft. Lewis in
Washington State. In movies and TV shows, video games and popular
songs, the military was woven into the culture.

In addition to the focus on the two brothers, this story is also about the
stage in life when one begins to leave childhood behind and peer into the
world of adults. For the protagonist, this takes the form of understanding
what his older brother already knows about their family. In that way, it is

a typical story of discovery.

NP LA SADFHUDIE, BEL GV ZA VIR TAEED, 30D RHIZO0T
DYFETHY, ED LI DD, HAVRIDLRLBNFHDER DI > THALRONZBFETT, T
TH, TG ANHEHDFERIL LTHi» N AW DO Tl <L 1990 FIED T AV A THED I LAY
DIIREDThHoTzlr ke, RMEFDOEME LB L-oTLL A LN TS L RV R, B
WHIZIE DD L2, ZLOAA LT, BRI AFEEFOR TEE AR 2O TV EL
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HRESUEoPicfiiviAs Tt Lz,
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PHNTRANOMA 2D s RIEH 2 NEDQER VTV 3T, EARD [IFJI2koT, B
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Let Us Go Out Into the Field « 1 »

FTIEEY ML) =T DFEOAESDFEIHSWBEDVEF T, E
ALNDODBEOHEEN S, [EC(Z)] &, Rood. ROK
AbLZ—. XXBEOEH)aFHmHE)FL LD,

m Pre-reading I

1. DU MEFEDKDBBARBOD. FNTHEL LD,
2. RISFT. BRICEDODNDEEBRIL—ICOWTHANTAHEL £,

[ batter, pitcher, outfielders, inning, dugout, grounders, infielders, shortstop |

ﬂ Vocabulary I

ROEBEOEERETRZDaDDb | DFDPSBEVRELN,

1.lean 2. chant 3. squint 4. knee 5. glisten

6. bruise  7.ignore 8. glow 9.resentment  10. concentrate

a. the joint that bends in the middle of your leg

b. to behave as if you had not heard or seen someone or something

c. tomove or bend your body in a particular direction

d. asteady radience or light or a strong feeling of pleasure etc.

e. toshine and look wet or oily

f. to think very carefully about something that you are doing

g. torepeata word or phrase again and again

h. afeeling of anger because something has happened that you think is unfair

i. apurple or brown mark on your skin that you get because you have fallen, been
hit etc.

j- tolook at something with your eyes partly closed in order to see better

I 005



Let Us Go Out Into the Field « 1 »

watched Rob standing with one foot in the batter’s box and one

foot out. The head of his bat rested on the dirt and the handle

was balanced against his thigh, while he pulled the straps of his
hitting gloves tight. Above the opposing team’s outfielders, a clump
of dark gray clouds hung in the air like an enormous cartoon thought
bubble, like they were all sharing one stormy idea.

Two outs in the bottom of the sixth, the last inning according to
the Little League rulebook. Our team was down by one, runners on
first and second, the count was three balls to one strike. I leaned against
the fence in front of the home dugout, my fingers looped through the
chain links. My dad was coaching because our regular coach Mr. Miller
had been called on to help put out a blaze in the woods behind the high
school with his volunteer firefighting unit; Dad sometimes helped out
with our team, hitting grounders to the infielders during practice, and
he was the closest thing we had to an assistant coach.

The opposing pitcher had thrown the whole game and looked dog
tired. This inning, he’d struck out the eight and nine-hole hitters, and
then lost his feel for the strike zone and gave up two walks. Dad was
going through the signs, and he put up four fingers which meant take
the next pitch.

Rob shook his head ever so slightly before stepping back into the
box and coiling into his batting stance. “Good eye, now, good eye,” 1
chanted, but I just knew he was going to swing.

The outfielders squinted in toward home plate, and the runner on
first took a step off the bag; Lenny, the runner on second, measured
out his own lead, looking over one shoulder then the other, like a thief
who knows he’s being watched. The shortstop had taken a knee on the
infield dirt between pitches, but now he got to his feet, scuffed the
ground with one of his cleats, pounded a fist into his glove.

The pitcher’s forearm glistened with sweat. His throwing hand was
hidden inside his glove where it gripped the ball. He raised his leg,

twisting through his windup, then strode forward, his arms flying apart.

I 006 I
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Tile et Us Go Into the Field: field & [ (BEEDBZAE CHEHND) BFEkFZ]. [(Unit 4DES
BEDBIBRHOND) BRIGAEUnit 1-4 TREDPNDMBOELERL TS, X1 MNUE
BHEE [RIME] ICBHTEH1 VD BOFNILEZFOETRICHANSEETHD =
8EI). FD%. PILEHAVERTEVNDIEY—RPEOND., I TE. [HREL
IATID] EVDEREEDBIC, BYFONI(A)1E£R(OT) ORHMPRBEEND,

2 head: (/N hDAR=ILZITDAHD) Ftimihs. @flend E0ND,
handle: (/N hDIEDEBRHEDTZ) MDEBT.
45 aclump of: [OEDEFY D
56 cartoon thought bubble: Y2 HEREICFEDOND. BFAADDPEATNDIEZEZAD

B DO,
7 the bottom of the sixth: [6[@]3 ]
89 Qur team was ... : ZO1IERAL KLY () ODATH - 5 - HHWFIEN TS,
8 down by one: [l RETEIFTLB]
9 three balls to one strike: —fi&(Z/\Y NEIRBICITIBIFO DT> MEEN B,

1011 my fingers (being) looped through the chain links: [ £MICO > F 7] EHOERE]
ERRDMADABN T, my fingers ZEZEICL. #HIRICRS>TV2EMEDDATNDHKET.

12 put out: [HAXT 3]
1314 help out with: [ (B27z8(C) FB)IT T2

4 hitting grounders to the infielders during practice: [EDEXICABFIC/ VI T
Jaz$7-o7

1617 dog tired: = dog-tired [0 ELFENERET T
17 he’d struck out the eight and nine-hole hitters: [8 FiT& & 9EHEHZ =IRICEEBDHT
18 walks: [ 7#7HR—)L]
1920 take the next pitch: [RDEKERFENEWND T E]
2 shook his head:
B @5 YCHUTEDESCRELETLES,
1. LEePSEaRLUE. 2, S
2 coiling: [H#HZRHT]
25 the bag: [N—2Z/
2526 measured out: [BEEEZ A >/ ]

% Y Bt like a thief EVSHRAENNTVEZDTL&SH.

28 between pitches: [#RERDRIC ]
2829 gcuffed the ground with one of his cleats: [ FADA/ A7 THEA# 7= ]
2 windup: EVF ¥ —HEF2EE EIC T TRKEEICASZE,
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Let Us Go Out Into the Field « 1 »

Hit, hit, hit, 1 hoped with one half of my mind. Out, out, out, 1
pleaded with the other.

A hit because Lenny would race home and tie the game—the
rulebook said no extra innings, so a hit meant we couldn’t lose and
might even win if we pushed across another run. Dad wouldn’t be
happy to have his sign brushed off, but he’d get over it. A hit would
mean no sulking on the drive home and might even mean TacoTime
for dinner. A hit would mean we’d be happy together again.

An out would be game over, no need for pride or celebration. No
listening to Rob talk for the next month about his game-tying hit with
two out in the last inning. An out would show him, teach him a lesson.
You need to listen sometimes, stop testing the limits.

If this sounds strange to you, if this contest between hope and
dread rings unfamiliar, if in your mind the difference between love
and hate is a clear bright line, not a hair to one side or the other, then

maybe you never had a brother.

On the ride home, the van was quiet. Dad drove, I was in the passenger
seat, and Rob was in the backseat next to Lenny, who in addition to
being our team’s third baseman and my brother’s best friend, was Mr.
Miller’s son. His mom had dropped him off at our farm before the
game and my dad said he could ride back with us, and she could pick
him up whenever was good for her.

“Man, what a game,” Lenny said, as we merged onto the freeway.
“So close.”

I liked Lenny for the most part, but sometimes he involved himself
in my brother’s stupid ideas, like when he and Rob said they’d teach
me to snowboard and brought me up three chair lifts to the top of
White Pass Mountain, then took off —Rob saying, “Bye, loser,” over
his shoulder as he sped away. By the time I reached the bottom of the
second lift, I’d fallen so many times I could feel bruises forming on

my arms and legs and my ribs hurt so bad I was in tears. I asked the
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A hit because: = I hoped for a hit because

tie the game: [H&ZEMICT D] Cf his game-tying hit (42478)
no extra innings: [FER¥IF7R L]

if we pushed across another run: [ €521 REWOALALIE]

brushed off: [#EE N3]

he’d: = he would

no sulking: [REOTHTHEEEICHRD JEIER N

TacoTime: XF>IMIBERMT LT 7 —ANT—RDFI1—JE,

we’d be happy together again:

B crizcossnzeas-T0%0TLED.

No listening to Rob talk: = There is no need to listen to Rob talk

a lesson: #t< 1 XD ZDHENDAE.

testing the limits: [[RFZ VXD EZHT &

ring unfamiliar: [EWTHVAEIRL

not a hair to one side or the other: [ E55DAICHEDEIATNAHRMELENEE
IZ]) Cf. ahair:[IZADHITHERED ]

Man:[BRATZ 7]

freeway: [ &R iE B ]

So close: [##i7= 57z ]

White Pass Mountain: ¥;EOE L THHT N MICH D, AF—FTHELRIL,
1990 FERHEIE. A/ —R—RPHRITLEE.

loser: MFZ TR LTCIET AL

sped: speed DiBET.

I'd fallen so many times I could feel bruises:

B -1 ) fallen so many times ( ) I could feel bruises
my ribs hurt so bad I was in tears:
IEX®»> = my ribs hurt so bad ( ) I was in tears.

I 009




Let Us Go Out Into the Field « 1 »

attendant if I could take a chair down, and on my way to the bottom
I passed the two of them coming up on the same lift; my face was red
from crying, and I looked away as they whooped and clapped at me.
I went into the lodge and found my mom, who’d driven us up in her
truck, and told her what had happened. When Lenny and Rob came
in for lunch, she grabbed her keys from her purse and drug Rob out
to the icy parking lot; we drove home, skipping the afternoon, though
we’d bought full-day passes. They kept calling me a tattletale, but I
ignored them.

This had been a few months ago, and since then Mr. Miller let
me join the baseball team despite my being younger than all the other
boys, who were in Rob’s grade. The glow of my gratitude toward our
coach extended to Lenny and helped me forget the bit of resentment I
continued to hold against him. Still, as we drove home, I couldn’t help
but suspect he was getting my brother going on purpose.

“One run. We needed one run.” Rob slapped his glove against his
knee. “God damn.”

“No, no, no,” Dad said, looking in the rearview mirror. “That’s a
no on the language.”

“Sorry, we did.”

He’d hit a line drive, a screamer curving toward left field, but at
the last second the shortstop had leaped up, his legs bicycling in the
air, and snagged the ball in the top of his glove. A snow cone catch.
Three outs, ballgame.

“You need to pay attention when I’'m giving signs.” It started to
drizzle, and Dad switched on the windshield wipers. “Didn’t you see
me give the take sign?”

“I was concentrating on hitting.” From the sound of his voice, 1
could tell Rob was looking out the window at the green-grey farmland
and passing traffic.

“You swung at ball four.”

Had Dad not seen my brother shake him off? Or was he just
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6 if I could take a chair down: [ (B2 CEVDDTIERL) U7 MIESTRERYSNZDE
27

7 whooped: [MATHELIL Tz

0 drug: [Blo8R>72] —HEyICdragDiBEFIEdragged 72D, AU HDOOBRIRTIE
drug ODFHRNSEN S,

2 tattletale: [5<VE ]

7879 couldn’t help but suspect: [FH X2 %/ AR D7
7 he was getting my brother going on purpose: [ LZ—(FRZ2ZZDH LTV

81 God damn: [B5LL&D] PR, KE. B, LWOEE, HAVNIEERELZ®RAT S
OEXRIE., BRTDE[HHPRNETEIOIC], CORDICEICOBTCHLONDERNRE
DS E% swear word &0V D,

8 Sorry, we did:
EX®> - We're sorry that we used the words “( )( ).

8588 HAEDEE. 891TED SBUOEANDZEICEDLD.

85 aline drive, a screamer: [ 17— /—/\TJ>V N THIRATNITER,
86-87 his legs bicycling in the air: [>3—hDEDEZET]
87 A snow cone catch: [ HZIKNFvvF] R—IUPDEKOKIDICT/O—TDEHD SIE
HAHTUVD IR,
88 ballgame: = ball game [ AT
% drizzle: [BWHE S

ol the take sign: [/R—ILZzRENDOY>] 19-207BUTZEE.
% You swung at ball four: R—ILEKEZS/=DT. N\ hERORITIET 4 7RI ZRLR
ZEDTEZEZEOTW\S,

% shake him off: [ROY 1> %&IEHRT 3]
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Let Us Go Out Into the Field « 1 »

pretending not to have noticed? Things had been tense between him
and Rob for weeks. Maybe he was trying to let this one go.

My brother said, “I wanted to get it over with.”

“Well, you did. Not the way you ought to have though. You need
to be patient. Use your head. Take the pitch and we have a runner on
third.”

I heard my brother whisper to Lenny, “Ask him.”

“Hey, Mr. Overton, can Rob come over to my house? My mom
can take both of us to school tomorrow morning.”

“School night,” I muttered.

“Shut up,” Rob hissed behind me.

He must’ve known what the answer was going to be, which was
why he’d gotten Lenny to ask. I didn’t understand the reason, but for
the last couple of weeks, my brother had put on an attitude when he

talked to our parents.
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97 noticed: = noticed that Rob ignored Dad’s sign

% Maybe he was trying to let this one go: [728A . RIFIO—zkho/zl &Lk
2ELTWE=DEAD]

9 get it over with: [L\WPRIE (ZZTIFASB) 2H&Ho5ES ]

100 though: [N &ED] BIAELTRTHWS.

01102 Take the pitch and we have a runner on third: [R—/ILZRFENILI3RICEEZZED
5NB] 3R—IWIANTAITEY Fv—DPRIFIEAR—IADBEZSAR—IIEKEZED/zDT.
RENEATD T 3T R-INERY . BRICTDIEDTEREETOTL D,

104 can Rob come over to my house?: 7XUATIE. NEELSHNICAERDEFRLVEED
RIAFEWIZITZ & (sleepover) BELDH B,
106 school night: 2R DH 2FTHD K.

1o attitude: [EBTREE. RIMAKEE ]
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[ Expression ] #X&s2icrommenBins sHICEHASEEEE BRI,

1.

ANIEEDED EICII>TVWBSDER T,
I watched her ( ) on the hill.

TOIPFEISFEDHT CITRESADED T
The boy behaved himself in ( ) of his teacher.

IO Z EZEDT IV DNBRD DT,

I couldn’t help ( ) laugh at her.
BIEE 2 EEBEILDONE
You should ( ) more attention.

RISEBIRERE D)2 L TWVD,

He ( ) on positive attitude.

Comprehension II ROBWICEZBE L,

1.

ZOHRICHBEBIVFEOTOREDPHFROI—F 2 LTV DT LED,

he’d get overit. (£.38) EH ) FT M. BRETT D,

A hit would mean we’d be happy together again. (£.40) OwouldDEBRIFHA TT A%

then maybe you never had a brother. (££.47-48) D5 ZZBH VD EMDBODDDTI D,

On the ride home, the van was quiet. (£.50) ZDIRRD SABHH ) £ H

but sometimes he involved himself in my brother’s stupid ideas, (¢458-59) Df|% &t LB Z )\,
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7. They kept calling me a tattletale, (£.72) EHWETH. REIDEOBRIEEFT DT
IH

8. Rob slapped his glove against his knee. (£.80-81) £H W FH. ZOROOTDORIESL
ZERBA LR E LN,

9. Things had been tense between him and Rob for weeks. (££.97-98) DiBESE T CIE
EDEOBEH®RDH D ERONET D,

10. He must’ve known what the answer was going to be, which was why he’d gotten
Lenny to ask. (£€.108-109) OV EEABRBEADPRO TL B EFRLEDOTL &5

Discussion I

1. “like they were all sharing one stormy idea” (£.6) ® “one stormy idea” 75 D &K
DRHREZITETH. BBLEODTHRL LD,

2.  “Hit, hit, hit, ] hoped with one half of my mind. Out, out, out, 1 pleaded with the
other.” (££.33-34) OEFAICDWT. EARRFEBEIDOELDICEZDDD. FELEO>THE
L&Do
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Writing ]

Choose a member of your family. Describe him or her and write about the relationship

between that person and you.

‘ rammar uide — PIEBIXDELK

He raised his leg, twisting through his windup, then strode forward, his arms
flying apart.(20.31-32) CIENFABIHIRMICAVL SN TV ES, MEIRRE LI (&
RIBFIC) BIKBID T A~ R7y TTHhEVRLE, TNASBZRIICHL, (ZOfRERE
L) Bommh sl 2 DARICEIVNW TV E WS ], Ey Fv—DHEZIFIHFHR
A—E—YavYoLoBRTNTWETY,

DAY OEMEENEEER LS LS ICIIDFADRICEKRLOEEZEZTE T, his
arms [ EFZED He E B4 57209 flying DRIICENN TWAEKREDEETT, o
AR DI S BRI LR DA TONFRRCERDMICHEFOCRELENHY ET, T
DEDBHFABXICE > T HAFIFARIROXMN SEBHNGEREZHLEY 7,
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