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Why does Japan have so many hot springs?
When did ramen come to Japan?
What is a typical program of “undokai”?
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B Why does Tokyo need the new tower?

® Uocabulary Building
(@)-(hIZH ST AHEERZFBEL(1)-B)DHRH S EUETLY,

@) [ ] (1) temblor

(b) ZIX [ ] (2) vicinity

(c) £ [ 1 (3) rice bowl

(d)EXREE, WmEEIL [ ] (4) observation platform
(e) HiZ [ ] (5) pinnacle

(H BLEE [ 1] (6) buckwheat noodle
(g) TH L. THA [ 1] (7) skyscraper

() (35 [ ] (8) pillar

® Dictation QIO

CDEBHOTZEREERHTEL, ( /15)
CRESFENTVET, 1RHEFF2IVAE—F, ZEHEAT—AE—FTT,)

1. The tower is ( ) ( ) ( ) by the end of the month.

2. Nearby stores have already ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), selling
goods and foods with ( ) ( 3 ( ), ( ) ( ).

3. Travel agencies meanwhile plan to ( ) ( ) ( ).
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Tokyo Sky Tree opener looms large
By HIROKO NAKATA

Tokyo Sky Tree is a key installation for digital terrestrial broadcasting and is
expected to draw hordes of visitors to its observation platforms and entertainment
complexes. Here are questions and answers about Tokyo Sky Tree:

Why does Tokyo need the new tower?

One of its main purposes is to broadcast clear television and radio signals without
interference from the skyscrapers of central Tokyo. It will also replace the now-
obsolete analog signal transmission role once provided by 333-meter-tall Tokyo
Tower, which opened in 1958. Tokyo Tower is not tall enough for digital terrestrial
TV broadcasting because of the continuing emergence of high-rise buildings in its
vicinity.

In 2006, broadcasting firms agreed that a tower more than 600 meters high was
needed, and construction of Sky Tree began in July 2008. The tower is scheduled for
completion by the end of the month and will open to the public on May (%%

When did Tokyo Sky Tree take over the title of world’s tallest?

The tower gained the status last March. The original plan called for Tokyo Sky Tree
to be 610 meters high, the same as Canton Tower in China. But after the Chinese
tower debuted in September 2010, the pmnacle of Sky Tree was raised by 24 meters
in 2011.

The tower was capped at 634 meters because the Japanese syllables for 6 (mu), 3 (sa)
and 4 (shi) spell out Musashi, the old name for the district in which it stands. The
Musashi district once ranged from downtown Tokyo to parts of neighboring

(250)
prefectures.

@ Can Sky Tree survive a massive earthquake?
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The tower is designed to ride out major temblors. The main internal pillar is fixed to
the outer tower structure up to 125 meters aboveground, but the pillar from 125
meters to 375 meters is attached to the tower’s frame with oil dampers, which act as
cushions when the tower shakes and can absorb 50 percent of the energy. Another
type of damper is in place at the top of the tower.

How has Sky Tree changed the local business situation?

Nearby stores have already jumped on the bandwagon, selling goods and foods
(350)

with the tower theme, and shape.
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A "soba” (buckwheat noodle) shop sells a towering “don” (rice bowl) with three large
shrimps. A bakery boasts a Sky Tree Danish pastry shaped like the tower. Travel
agencies meanwhile plan to offer package tours. For example, Hato Bus Co. plans
bus tours that take in Tokyo Sky Tree. mm

(410 words) Feb 21,2012 The Japan Times

Speed Reading | 1sttime /wpm : 2nd time /wpm

digital terrestrial broadcasting: il [i1% 5" % )LJGX, ~hordes of ~: ZE( D,
Canton Tower: [ELMIE, [LM %7 —  Japanese syllable: HAFES

(&E]

¢ HABMDZ Y FI—7 @
Big Ben: 11>/ R/ DESREEE DRFEHEE D
The (Leaning) Tower of Pisa: £ DL
Statue of Liberty: — = — 3 — 7 0 B HD L #i{5
Tiananmen [Tienanmen] Square: KZ[[1:45
The Eiffel Tower: T 7 = V&

@ Comprehension Questions

ELLWEDE—DZETEREL,

1. According to the article, which of the following is not a function of the Tokyo Sky
Tree?
a. television broadcasting
b. high-rise accommodation
c. radio broadcasting
d. tourist attraction

2. What is the main problem with Tokyo Tower?
a. Itis too old.
b. It cannot be adapted to cope with digital signals.
c. Itis smaller than many other Tokyo buildings.
d. It doesn't attract enough tourists.
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3. When did the planning of Tokyo Sky Tree most likely begin?
a. 1958
b. 2006
c. 2008
d. 2010

4. Why was the planned height of Tokyo Sky Tree changed?
a. to make it taller than Canton Tower
b. to make it taller than surrounding buildings
¢. to make it more earthquake resistant
d. to make it spell out something in Japanese characters

5. Which of the following statements is true?
a. Sky Tree can withstand large earthquakes.
. Sky Tree can withstand 50% of earthquakes.
The top half of Sky Tree is weaker than the bottom half.
- The bottom half of Sky Tree is weaker than the top half.

- Wrap Up
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* What's the most you would pay to visit Tokyo Sky Tree? What's the longest you
would wait in line?

FEME (TOEFLIELTS Writing)
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

B Tokyo Sky Tree should be free for Japanese residents to visit.
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