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Celtic Britain
IN Reading Comprehension

The Celts were the first settlers in Britain of which anything
very much is known. Before that other races, sometimes referred to
collectively as “Iberians”, settled in the country. They were
conquered or chased away into the mountainous areas of Wales
and Scotland by the invading Celts around 600 B.C. The Celts
became the rulers of Britain. They were a warrior people who
apparently feared nothing. One Roman writer called them “fiercest
and most distant of men”. They looked different from other
peoples with long, greasy, fair or red hair. The Celts also painted
their bodies blue to frighten their enemies in battle. They were not
a united people but a collection of tribes. There was much rivalry
and jealousy between tribes and they often fought against one
another. This accounts for the fact that they could not act together
to defend themselves against the invading Romans. The Celts, in
turn, withdrew to the mountainous areas of Britain in the face of

the Roman army. These areas became known as the “Celtic fringe”.

The Celts worshipped one main God and a number of minor
gods. Their main God was associated with the sun. They believed in
the magical powers of plants and animals. They did not worship in
churches but, instead, carried out their rituals in stone circles like
Avebury and Stonehenge. In fact, these circles were not erected by
Celts but by some earlier people. Legend has it that Merlin, the
wizard in the story of King Arthur, moved Stonehenge from

2 Facets of Britain

Ireland to the place it now lies. Druids used the place for their
ceremonies. What they did there is largely unknown, but they did

include sacrifices of some sort.

Druids were prophets, priests and bards. The bards were the
historians and poets of the Celts. The traditional tales of the Celts
were told in verse and were spoken rather than written. It was only
in medieval times that Celtic mythology was written down and it
may have been distorted by the prevailing Christian beliefs. One
example is the collection of Welsh tales, The Mabinogion. When the
Romans invaded Britain the Druids retreated to Wales and the
island of Iona off the coast of Scotland. There they remained until
Christianity came and their tradition ended. However, sessions of
the bards, or Eisteddfods, still took place in Wales for centuries
after the Druids left. Today a National Eisteddfod is held annually
in Wales.
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settler [E(E% | (sewle=%EfET % - €44+ 5)  conquer [fEMkT %]  chase away [if
WILTA -5 | invade [BAT S - G169 2] ruler [HFH] (rule=3HT 2)
warrior [#1:]  fierce [ (&1 - FTHh 7 &%) w4 L\ - &5 %]  greasy [JRE -7z -
Mkiorz]  fair [€20] PUEHL TEDNALERIEHDOEKIILS) frighten
(#ird - Exro&8%5] tribe [HE - #iE]  account for ~ [~DHMZEFLHT 2 |
inturn (4 - [A#2]  withdraw [75%% - fisB ¥ %] in the face of ~ [ (&3 -
bz &) CE® LT)  worship [(~%) RIFTE] [(M&EHET) HFET L] ritual
M|  wizard [(B0) B (BEZ i witch)  prophet [TAS#H (HOFEFEA

5A)]  bard [W5EsE N (BREZHE LS ENs NV MEOERZ EOFEE 2N
distort [WH50 5 - R UIMITS |

verse [HA3C] prevail [T 65> - E 55|
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1) Multiple Choice
BEZFHATELVWEZZVDEDRVEE L,
1. When did the Celts invade Britain?

a) Sometime after 600 BC.
b) Sometime before 600 BC.
c) Sometime around 600 BC.

2. What did the Celts do to frighten their enemies in battle?

a) They painted their nose black.
b) They painted themselves blue.

c) They painted their face red.

3. Who were the bards?

a) They were feathered animals that fly through the air.
b) They were poets as well as historians.

c) They were neither historians nor poets.

4. Where did the Druids go when the Romans invaded England?

a) They went back to the Continent.
b) They went to remote areas like Wales and the island of lona.

c¢) They went to some Biritish islands off Scotland.

2) True or False

BEXEHRATARTPELHAIET, BoTUVBBARFOVWThLERUE S,

( T F ) 1. Druids used Stonehenge for their ceremonies.
( T F ) 2. The Celts worshipped only one God.

( T F ) 3. The “Celtic fringe” refers to a style of haircut worn by the
Celts.

(T F) 4. The Celts erected the stone circles of Avebury and
Stonehenge.
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3) Substitution

TRO1 D5 5DEXICAVS N TV SREOBEEFVEAZOERIEVWEDE LH5E
v | ) RICEESTRERLAEEL,

(a) annually (b) competition (c) more important (d) retreated (e) looked

(f) biennially (@) less important (h) co-operation

1. () The Romans appeared different from the Celts.

2. () There is rivalry between Japanese students to get good marks in
English.

3. () We have both major and minor objectives in life.

4. () The National Eisteddfod is held once a year

5. () After spilling tea down my shirt I withdrew to the bathroom.

IZ] Listening Comprehension

1) Video Narration

FT7EBEOCTHRITVWSEESE () AICEZEWY., FL—Ya 2Rl EEREL,

The Celts lived in the ( ) rather than in cities. Some ( )
( ) small settlements ( ) Chysauster Ancient Village near
Penzance in Cornwall. The ( ) ( ) ( ) only to the

Roman period but it was inhabited by the Celts. It is known as a stone
village because the houses, walls and pavements are all ( ) 5
( ) stones. There are eight houses in total. They are believed to
have had thatched roofs. The village stretches ( ) the hillside
overlooking the wild Cornish ( )i

An (
priests but also acted as judges, scholars and physicians, and were 10
( ), best (
and (

) class in Celtic society was the ‘Druids’. They were

), as bards. Ceremonies to honour the poets
) of Cornwall and Wales were presided ( )

Celtic Britain 5




( ) the Gorsedd of Bards, ( ) ( ) ( ) distin-
guished writers, ( ) and ( ). This ( ) still lives
on today, with the National Eisteddfod in Wales and the Gorsedd As-
sembly in a field under the sun of Cornwall.

This is the scene of “Crying the Neck”, a traditional Cornish harvest
) the
) and north, he makes the
traditional ( ) of “Ihav'n, T hav'n, I hav'n, Neck, Neck Neck!”
The bunch of corn will be dedicated to their (
10 ( ) day at the Gorsedd Assembly.

OE
ceremony. The reaper holds up high a bunch of corn and (
four directions in turn, east, west, (

), perhaps on the

Track

({((cc;n)))) In this scene the best bard of the year is crowned. As part of the
ritual, a sword is held over the poet’s head. That is a symbol of peace
( ) words and not by arms, because the sword can ( ) be

pulled out of the sheath.

mm Notes .. S

inhabit [fmfE5 2] pavement [§#:i# | intotal [4{kT| class [(F:&m) Rk
judge [#HE]  physician [[£Z (WAHE)]  honour [4#%%17 2]  preside [E
#9%|  distinguished [ C#172]  sword [%]]  sheath [(JI7%: &?) =%

2) Mini-dialogue

F=7EBOT () HOKRUTOZHEELBEIY ., 2R RS,

Track

((((((g)))))) John: Is the Queen the ruler of the British people?
Mary: She is ( i ) ( ) the ruling
family of the House of Windsor.
John: But does she really rule over the people?
Mary: Surely the Prime Minister is ( ) ( )

( ) of Britain.
John: But doesn’t she have some power ( ) the people?

Mary: I suppose you are correct to some extent. Perhaps she
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( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

but I do not think she has any genuine power.

Writing
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@m 1. ¥ VAR E - ADERFTEL TS, HWvidvz— VX, A3y b7
K, Z2—=>o+—LDEH3%T)7FOIUNFbOMSIEEX F L7,

The Celts either (under, or, those, to, rule, Roman, lived,
withdrew, areas) of Britain, (as, mountainous, such) Wales, Scotland

and Cornwall.

Track

| (1) 2. = hooRBTIHIONRIE, 7L FUENORUAERLE L7

There was a (interest, culture, in, areas, revival, of, in Celtic, these)

in the nineteenth century.

Track

(((((1©1>))}) 3. INIFFIC [£E0#%E] 2RUCREEREHOLRTHY £ L7

This was mainly (a, nationalist, that, as, movements, result, looked,

towards, of) a “golden past”.
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