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/308 Law in daily life

B blrsen

At a police box

Before you read

1. Do you feel crime is increasing in Japan? Give reasons.
2. If you visited a law court, what kind of case would you like to see?

Legal terms

Match the following words with the appropriate Japanese from the box below.

burglary () litigation () victim ()
perpetrator () arrest () prosecute ()
mediation () lawsuit () dispute ()

a. mEE& b. &EFT 2 c. ¥ - 5l

d. FREAGE e. #El - HEF f. BH95

g. A= h. 0L - 9% i. WESE

.........................................................................
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Most people in Japan think about law only when something goes wrong in
their life, such as a burglary, a divorce or an accident. It is even said that
Japanese have less contact with the legal system than people elsewhere because
they dislike confrontation. To understand this idea, we have to consider two
areas of involvement: involvement in crime (either as a victim or a perpetrator);
and involvement in litigation. In both cases we find that the picture is cloudy
and changing.

It is true that comparatively few crimes are committed in Japan. In a survey
covering 1998-2000, there were 19.1 reports of crime and 0.6 convictions per
1000 people here, compared with 79/6.6 in Germany and 85/23.1 in Britain.
Five Japanese were murdered for every million people, compared with 42
Americans and 324 Jamaicans. However, international comparisons can be
unreliable because of differences in legal processes, willingness to report
crimes, and the number who are arrested but never prosecuted. Crimes do
seem to be rising here. A record 3.2 million were reported in 2002. The survey
cited above actually found overall crime rates in Japan to be higher than in
Jamaica. Fewer Japanese (78%) felt safe walking at night than Swedes (85%) or
Americans (82%).

With litigation, Japanese figures are also relatively low, especially when
compared with America. But a survey conducted by Sasaki Yoshio found that
two thirds of Japanese would be willing to go to court if unable to settle a
dispute by discussion. The fact that relatively few do go to court could have
many reasons other than aversion to confrontation, such as opportunities for
pre-trial mediation and fear of the expense and slowness of the judicial system.
This may change if cases speed up and lawyers increase, as the government
plans. Lawsuits rose by 29% between 1987 and 2001. So whether they like it or
not, Japanese seem to be getting involved in legal matters more than ever
before.

NOTES. .cccccteecernnscossarsoscossssssssssossnscossscasseses

burglary [ 7] % /& 2 A B %  confrontation [ fil] ¥ 7. 41> crime [%F] LI victim
(7] $i5E#E  perpetrator [FFl) NFH  picture [EF1] KM, 24{%  conviction [$5] A I
H Pt murder [Bh G ()] £ 55 9 % for every million people [Fi i& 7 fy] 1003 A T & IC
legal process [#7) i Fhe &, FlEMEIE  arrest [E)Fd ()] 34HT %  prosecute [EhEA (ft)]
79 % record [JEAG] CHETICHREZLY  crime rate [HF] JUFEE  fewer [EFGA] (few O
PeEsl) Koz litigation [ £ - FFEL  settle [Eham ()] ke %, MRS 3  dispute
(#57] %14 aversion [#7] M  pre-trial (FEA ] 2R  mediation [#77] %  lawsuit
(5] aFan - Sk
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ﬂﬁg you read

1. Most crimes involve ;

a. a victim and a perpetrator b. a victim only c. a perpetrator only

2. The number of murders per one million people in Jamaica from 1998 to 2000
was

a.b b. 324 c. 42

3. Litigation figures are low in Japan compared with :

a. America b. Sweden c. Germany
4. In the passage, which country has the highest murder rate?
5. Why is it difficult to compare crime figures across different countries?

6. What reasons are suggested for low litigation levels in Japan?

Vocabulary expansion
Fill in the blanks using the words given below.

LA is a wrong committed by an individual against another person
or their property or reputation.

2. When a person commits an act against the law, he is by police.

3. A dispute between two parties could be settled by without going
to the courts.

4. People may resort to when they cannot settle disputes by
themselves.

5. A thief who breaks into a house, shop etc. commits the crime of
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Composition
Rearrange the English words in parentheses to make a sentence that matches the

Japanese sentence.
1. ZDHEMGOWEEED, FHEFINE Ui,

(incident, indicted, of, suspect, the, the, this, was, week)

i

2. HATI, bk D EFENTFEND L5 7

(Japanese, litigation, mediation, prefer, seem, the, to, to)

3. HATE, LFERNEZ->TETWV S,
(been, crime, has, in, Japan, rate, rising, the)

cture and grammar
M less, fewer, few OfELNA

less i little @D, fewer & few DR TS, & & & L, little A SRV HGNIC,
few ZEZ ENBHAFICEDNB DT, less A ENITWVETIC, fewer 3 A 5
NAZZFNHEDLNDZONEETT, Lizhi-> T, fewer (3@, HEIE L —FBICHL
ENET, iz, littled few & NFEAE~REWV] EWLSHEEDE®RTH BNET
M, HiRICZ s e TEDDEn] LI ERICESZTEIKERELELE 5,

Exercises
less H fewer Hhrfew DENH 1 DEAVTRONEH TR I EH T,

1. Most Japanese have ( ) opportunities to visit court.

2. Thave ( ) contact with him now that he has moved overseas.

3. There are ( ) crimes in New York now than there were 20 years ago.
4. There were ( ) than ten people in court this morning.

5. Nowadays ( ) money is available for law enforcement.

Law in daily life 5



Shadowing

Work in pairs. First, listen to the reading passage. Then listen again to the first few
sentences. Try to repeat each sentence as soon as you hear it. Ask your partner to
write down which words you missed.

How many words did you miss? words.

Debate

“Litigation is not suited to Japanese culture.”

Write a sentence, with reasons, in support of the argument. Then write a sentence
against it. Finally, write a concluding sentence with your own opinion. Use the
phrases in italics to help.

On the one hand

On the other hand

On balance I would conclude that
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T9, £z, EEAEZ, HBENEZHGTS 2 5bNET, ez, &
BENED S DI HER BN EIEZ DN TELARETGL BV TEIR K> THIE
NZZLIIHVERA. —FH. BOFAISZ T 2B LTEHELNET, &
HRIE, HBEERVIELRNLET, ) 3. DaBREOMRKHNZLEE-
RO L E>T0AE L —ILOREEEDNTHWE Y, —7. AR &,
VFRARER THIEE NV —VEFOLOTY, BHICERIE, XL LTEL
NTWaX5HN—)VIEEREICEDET, TE, EEbLWT LIC, BELA
WEBETEDN 2RI A ERUERRICERD £9,
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