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FOREWORD

Eureka — Current Events in Modern Times is for the Japanese student who wants to
learn about how cross-cultural exchanges of ideas lead to mutual understanding. It
is the intention of the authors to present each subject in as objective a manner as possible
by sticking to the facts and the results of surveys whenever applicable. Although this
book was written mainly for university students, we feel that others will also find it
helpful.

The organization of the book is simple. It contains twenty-two units designed for
the Japanese university and college schedules. Each unit includes a reading, multiple
choice, true-false statement for content check-up, dialog, questions and answers, What
about you?, matching synonyms and antonyms, dictation, and translation exercise.
All questions are based on the information in the reading text.

The readings, which begin the unit, deal with various aspects of life in Japan as well
as other countries. The subject matter of each reading is given in the Table of Contents.
The presentations or reading texts are recorded on tape and CD for listening practice.

The multiple choice test requires the student to answer each question by circling
the correct letter.

The true-false and translation section are self-explanatory. Dictation consists of
three text-related sentences.

The dialogs require that the student arrange five words in order after listening to
the tape or CD. (There are five sets of five words presented in each dialog.)

The questions and answers exercise consists of three questions. Students should
answer them in complete sentences.

The “What about you?" exercise consists of seven questions which the student is
asked to answer in sentence form.

The match the numbers to the correct letter exercise involves pairing each of the
five words to its nearest similar or opposite meaning. The first column of five synonyms
and antonyms appear in the reading text.

Readers should find Eureka — Current Events in Modern Times informative and
entertaining. We hope that you will become more aware of how the international
community functions. This will lead to better lines of communication for all.

Wayne I. Phillips
Yoshiaki Soma
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Q" What'’s So Funny? Em@

In July of 2010 an American comedian, Bill Cosby, was asked what hell would

be like. He said that it would be a place where everyone is laughing — but there
is nothing funny! For a comic, perhaps, that would be dreadful.

Humor is a funny thing. If you understand them, jokes, puns, riddles, tongue
twisters, quizzes and puzzles can be very entertaining. But if you don't get them,
there is no use in trying to explain them to you. It is simply too late to be funny
anymore.

In Japan, puns are popular. A pun is the humorous use of a word in a way that
suggests two or more interpretations. For example, in Tokyo, on the Sobu line, there
is a train station that means “I don't like the number one”. In Japanese the name of
the station is Ichigaya, (Ichi-ga-ya). And on the Chuo line, there is a station that
means "Did you see it?” The name of the station is Mitaka, (Mita-ka). Puns are
usually easy to understand.

Jokes can be a little more confusing. This is because culture defines what is, or
is not, funny. For example, a man was asked if he smoked. He answered, “Only
when I'm on fire.” Why is this funny? What did the man mean by this? He meant
that he didn’t smoke cigarettes, cigars or pipes at all. The only time he would smoke
is if he were on fire. This Western joke doesn'’t go over well with people in Asia
because most of the people are cremated after they die. In the West, most people’s
bodies are buried.

A quiz is a practical joke. For example, a young child was holding a small box
in his hand. He went to another child and told him that he had a lot of bees in the
box. Just then, the box was opened and, indeed, many B’s fell out of it. You see,
the box had many letter B's written on small pieces of paper.

Ariddle is a puzzling question. For example, what can be dropped from the
highest building and won't break, but if you throw it into water, it will be destroyed?
The answer is tissue paper. Or, what question can you never answer ‘yes” to? —
“Are you asleep?” Or, which room has no door, no windows, no floor and no roof?
—amushroom. Or, what do these three “keitai” pictures suggest to you? ‘E}m E

The answer is couch potato.
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Atongue twister is a word or words which are difficult to say rapidly. For example
in English it is difficult to pronounce, “Fuzzy Wuzzy was a bear. Fuzzy Wuzzy had
no hair. Fuzzy Wuzzy wasn't fuzzy, was he?” What makes tongue twisters hard to
say is the succession of similar consonantal sounds.

What do you think these two words mean? @ The answer is I understand.
Hopefully you could understand the humor in this presentation. Remember, it is

the person who gets the last laugh, that laughs last. — Ha ha!

Bill Cosby: ¥l « XU — (1937-), RV IIUARZTM, T4 S T7NV T THEDIAXT 4TV T
EraFa—9—, fER, i, BoD =72 a—%#L, BICAFANYREEDT A Atta
DI BEDET LG TE e, TAVAERKTZAAT 4T, V73K, T3I-HEZED
BOZHE, . them: Z LD jokes LU F puzzles £ TZIFT pun: 2L N, TAHHE . tongue
twister: FL[1Z &137 confusing: # 5H LW, R LW, 8 DIZ < on fire: AA T, AFITE -

practical joke: 7272D7(#k, HESEU; puzzling: DIF DD SEV, W5E 2 asleep: IR> T, (Wi

i) KHRIRHE T, JEATE couch potato: lazy person 7 L B D RTWA A, BF#H  fuzzy: (B
BN AT, Nt D,/ consonantal: THD, FHIED

% Quotable Quotes

[ Even a stopped clock is right twice a day. ]
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Practice o Multiple Choice

1 A is the funny use of a word that suggests two or more interpretations.
a.quiz  b.joke c. pun

2. Bill Cosby is an American
a.riddle  b.comedian c.joke

3. A is a word or words which are difficult to say quickly.
a.tongue twister  b.riddle c. practical joke

. Practice !:, True or False

1. Jokes can be a little more confusing than puns. ()
2. In the story a man smoked and burned to death. ()
3. The bees in the child's box were dangerous. ()

Practice !9 Dialog @

Arrange the five words in the correct order.

(Discussing riddles)

Mary:  Are you any good at figuring out riddles?

Kenji:  Not really, but let me try.

Mary:  OK. A woman has 7 children, !( of, boys, half, are, them ). How can this be
possible?

Kenji:  Let me see. Idon't think it is possible.

Mary:  Sureitis. ALL of the children are boys, so half are boys and 2( is, the, so, half,
other).

Kenji:  That's funny. Give me another chance.

Mary:  How about this? What starts with “e” ends with “e” and contains only one
letter?

Kenji:  “E" desu ne?

Mary: That's interesting, but this *( riddle, not, Japanese, is, a ).

Kenji.  Oh. Igive up.

Mary:  The answer is — an envelope.

Kenji:  Igetit. *(last, how, one, try, about )?

Mary:  Here goes. It wasn't my sister, nor my brother, but still was the child of my
father and mother. Who was it?

Kenji:  %( was, I, who, know, it ). It was the person speaking — YOU!
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Practice !) Questions & Answers

1. What question can you never answer "yes” to?
2. Why wasn't Fuzzy Wuzzy fuzzy?

3. Which train station in Tokyo means "l don't like the number one.”?

Practice !9 What about you?

1. What funny thing has happened to you?

2. How does a Japanese tongue twister go?

3. Which Japanese popular pun can you tell us?
4. What is a riddle you can tell us?

5. How about a confusing joke?

6. Which quiz is one of your favorites?

7. What kind of practical joke have you seen or heard about?

What's So Funny? 5



Practice !a Match the numbers to the correct letter.

(1) Synonyms (2) Antonyms

1 conclude [ 1 a puzzle Lconsonant [ ] a bore
2. question [ ] b. finish 2. similar [ ] b. different
3. confuse [ ] c. likeable 3.entertain [ ] c. vowel
4. funny [ 1 d ask 4 fall [ 1 d slow

5 popular [ ] e. laughable 5. rapid [ ] e. rise

Practice !B Dictation @

1. Give me food, and | will live; ,and | will die.
What am I? — fire

2. What can you or using your hands?
— your breath

3. One-One was aracehorse. Two-Two was one, too. -

, Two-Two won one, too.

Practice D Translation

1 TENEINVIIEFOTEEETH S, EKAIOELT)
« ZIENTI VY | spilt milk

2. FEOHKI VDL EDEETEI T,
* EDMWET ; too practical

3. bOTLZHLILTVREDN, ALADDENRDTH S,
s NEADDIE/HD | the relationships among people
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